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WASHINGTON.  DC  (Sps- 
cisi)  -  Mississippi  CoBsgs 
(MC)  in  Climon  and  WWism 
CiHfsy  Univsrsity  (WCU)  in 
Hattiesburg,  both  sffillaled 


letHub.  a  persond  finance 
website  in  Wbshington. 
D.C.  WalletHub  surveyed 
100  smail  schools  notiofv 
wide  using  categories 


-  wiuv  U9H1V  Milowvffva 

I  such  as  Student  selectivrty. 

cost  and  financing,  career 
*  outcomeo.  sludenMsculty 


OEARIPiQ  UP  -  Southern  Baptist  volurteers  manning  heavy  aquipmant  piepare  to  ramovs  a  tree 
downed  fay  Hurricane  Michael  in  the  Albeny.  Ga..  area.  (Photo  courtesy  of  SharvM>od  Church.  AK)any.  Ga.) 


of  rormer  president  Paige 
Patterson. 

Trustees  affirmed  Patter* 
800*8  termination  at  their 
Oct  15-17  meeting  based 
on  s  motion,  referred  to  the 
seminary  by  messengers  at¬ 
tending  the  Southern  Baptist 
C^oDventkm  annua)  meet¬ 
ing  in  June,  ''that  the  whole 
board  of  trustees  at  South¬ 
western  Baptirt  Thcolo^cal 
SeminaiT  consider  revisiting 
tiicir  oradnal  decision  oon- 
cemhig  Dr.  Paige  Patterson.'* 

Trustee  Jonathan  Rfchard, 
senior  pastor  of  First  Cfanrch, 
Kstaiicts.  NJf.,  moved  that 
the  fuD  board  ratify  *1he  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  actions 
since  the  last  full  board  meet¬ 
ing.*  The  executive  commit¬ 
tee's  actions  induded  ter¬ 
minating  Patterson  May  30 


Calling  all  chainsaw,  mud-out  teams 


St  tha  puUk.  univafsily. 
lha  rasult  of  a  ssttlamant 
raachsd  dstough  AMisncs 
DsfsndinQ  Frsadom  (AOF)  7^ 
Ratio  Christi  a  rsgistiwad 
student  organization  at  -4  | 
lha  school  racoupsd  thsir 
has  spssoh  right  in  a  lagsl 
ssttisMinl  snnounosd  by 
AOF  on  Oct  .  18.  Ths  sludsnl  g 
group  had  twios  basn  la-  t 
quiiad  to  post  Ms  cHsplays  in  iJ 
a  smoR  'tpssch  zona*  after 
the  university  daamsd  ths 
maesegas 'controvsrsiel* 

AOf  said  in  a  lewsuM  fled  in 
fsdsfsl  court  in  Fsbruary. 
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I  can  remember  partidpating  in 
worship  services  when  the  speaker 
asked  us  to  stand  and  shout  out 
our  frivorite  name  for  God.  The  Great 
I  Am.  The  nrst  and  the  last.  Jehovah 
Jireh.  El  Shaddai. 

I*ve  alwa^  liked  the  word,  *beauti- 
ful.*  God  is  oeautifril  in  every  way. 

His  purpose  is  beautiful.  His  heart 
and  mind  are  beautiful.  His  creation 
is  beautiful.  His  love  for  man  is 
beautiful. 

I've  recently  added  another  name 
for  God:  *the  God  who  speaks.*  Why 
thU  name? 

On  vacationrtiis  summer  I  walked 
by  a  gift  store  that  specialized  in  Asian 
pottery.  The  store  was  filled  with  stat¬ 
ues  of  Buddha.  I  know  from  my  studies 
at  California  Baptist  University  that 
Buddhists  don't  really  worship  any 
particular  god. 

I've  also  learned  that  due  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Christian  missionaries  over 
the  centuries,  Buddhists  have  started 
to  worship  Buddha  as  their  god  but 
there  is  one  thing  Tve  never  neard:  I 
have  never  heard  of  Buddha  speaking 
to  anyone. 

He  is  popular  but  nevo'  speaks.  The 
same  is  true  for  all  the  popular  gods  in 
the  world.  They  do  not  spM  to  man.  * 
Have  3rou  ever  shared  with  friends 
at  work  that  God  spoke  to  you?  Per¬ 
haps  they  gave  you  a  funny  look.  Most 
DMple  don't  kimw  that  God  speaks. 
Their  gods  don't  speak  so  they  are  un¬ 
comfortable  when  Christians  talk  about 
God  speaking  to  them. 

Yet  the  God  of  the  Bible  and  of 
creation  is  fully  capable  of  spealdng  to 
us.  Hebrews  1:1-2  give  us  a  brief  his¬ 
tory  of  how  God  speaks  to  man:  *God, 
who  at  various  tii^  and  in  various 
ways  spoke  in  time  past  to  the  frithers 
by  the  prophets,  has  in  these  last  days 
spoken  to  us  by  His  Son,  whom  He  has 
appointed  heir  of  aD  things,  through 
whom  also  He  made  the  worids.* 

The  pattern  is  very  simple:  God 
mke  through  His  proph^  during  the 
Old  Testament  era.  Since  the  com- 


Guast  opinion 

with  Randy  Bennett 


ing  of  the  Lord,  He  Himself  speaks  to 
us  throu^  His  Holy  Spirit.  What  ar 
amazing  blessing. 

Peter  confirmed  this  in  2  Peter  1:21 
(prophets  spoke  as  moved  by  the  Holy 
Spirit)  and  2  Peter  3:2  (Qod  spoke 
throu^  prophets  ai^  now  through  the 
AposUes).  G^  spoke  to  Abraham  and 
Mooes. 

If  wu  take  a  look  at  each  of  the 
prophets  you'll  see  that  all  of  them 
claiined  to  hear  from  God  —  Eiyah, 
Elisha,  Jeremiah,  IsaialL  Zediariah, 
Micah,  Micaiah  —  as  weU  as  King 
David. 

Are  you  hearing  from  (fod?  He 
speaks  to  our  hearts  today  from  His 
Word.  His  Hc^  Spirit  whispers  to  us 
on  a  daily  basis,  auietly  answering  our 
pravers  and  speaUng  to  our  hearts. 

Isn  t  it  amazing  that  the  God  of  cre¬ 
ation  speaks  to  us? 

How  would  our  lives  change  if  we 
knew  with  confidence  diat  Gm  was 
speaking  to  os  through  His  Word  by 
the  power  of  the  HoK  Spirit?  Fm  a 
simple  soul  and  1  fhUy  brieve  diat  God 
sjxnks  to  me  right  when  1  need  to  hear 

a  believer  discovers  the  voice 
of  God,  their  lives  are  never  the  same. 

Bennett  is  director  qf  missions  for 
the  Kem  Comte  Somthiem  Baptist 
Association  in  BakersfiM,  Co.,  and 
a  former  president  of the  California 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  His 
commentasy  appears  courtesy  of  Bap¬ 
tist  Press.  Edited  for  style. 


PANEL  DISCUSSION - 

ing  a  discussion  on  saxual 


(from  right)  Kimborleo^Noifis,  JanAMUda  Grogory  Loue,  and  TriSe  N^MbelHisten  to  a  question  from  moderotor  Lindsay  Nicolet  (loft)  dui^ 
and  aaaault  at  the  ERLC  nationel  conference  Oct  .  12  at  the  Gaytoird  *^n»«aa  Resort  end  Comtontion  Carter  in  suburben  Dallas  (BP  photo) 


GRAPEVINE,  Tokos  (BP)  - 
Women  are  oievixK  and  male 
church  leaom  should  join 
diem  in  their  grief  over  the 
sexual  abuse  m  assauh  so 
many  have  ^uffered.^  panelists 
said  Oct  12  dhring  tlto  South¬ 
ern  Baftist  Edto  ' 


annu _ 

12  at  the  Gayknd  Texas  Resort 
and  Conventioo  Centerin  sub¬ 
urban  Dallaa,  ' 

About  9^  people  attended 
die  three-day  event  entitled, 
The  Ooaa-Shaped  Family,  u?at 
ended  Oct  13. 

A  panel  of  lawyers  and  fe¬ 
male  Christian  leodeis  m’t- 
dresaed  sexual  abuse  and  as¬ 
sault  during  a  main  session  of 
the  conference,  lindsay  Nico¬ 
let  BRljC  managine  editor  of 
content  moderated  die  panel 

Four  other  panda  during  the 
conference’s  main  sessions  ad¬ 
dressed  the  education  of  chil¬ 
dren,  the  strengthening  of  min¬ 
istry  marriages,  broken  homes/ 
adoption/foster  care,  special 
neeos/mental  health. 

The  pand  diacussion  on  sex¬ 
ual  alxM  and  assault  came  after 
months  of  disclosures  of  sexual 
misconduct  by  male  leaders  in 
Southern  Baptist  churches,  oth¬ 
er  evangdi^  oongregationa, 
and  the  wider  culture,  as  well  as 
charges  of  miniatiy  leadeis  mis¬ 
handling  aDegations  of  sexual 
assauh. 


anger,  and  understandably  so. 

^  think  women  are  looking 
to  leadership,  ftnd  th^re  look¬ 
ing  for  not  lust  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  what  has  happeneo. 
Th^  want  to  see  griet  among 
our  leadership.  They  want  to 
see  a  (iitAenness  around  what 
‘iu(s’  Itot  been  previously  scon, 
'afifl '  tfieiS  legithnate"  cn 
taking  place,  and  th^re  i 
to  be  watching  for  it  I  ^ 
thdy^re  watching  with  hope." 

women  understand  the  rev- 
elatxms  of  nustreatment  of 
woman  are  largely  a  surprise  to 
men,  WQkin  t^  the  audience, 
•..  jod  that’s  OK.  We’re  wflhng 
to  kOow  a  time  for  you  to  sort 
of  come  to  terms  with  what  is 
a  historiodly  unspoken  real¬ 
ity  for  women,  but  then  we  do 
expect  there  wiH  be  action  and 
there  will  be  chai^  that’s  taken 
so  that  even  if  this  is  our  past  it 
won’t  be  our  future.* 


*1  think  women  are 
looking  to  leadership,  and 
they're  kx)king  for  not 
just  an  ackrxjwtedgmenl 
of  what  has  happenc^. 
They  want  to  see  grief 
afTy^^9ur  leadership.^ 
'  they  wartt  to  see  a 
brokenness  around  what 
has  not  been  previously 
seen  and  then  legitimate 
changes  taking  place, 
arxi  th^re  going  to  be 
watching  for  rt.  I  think 
the/re  watching  with 
hope.* 


lo  times  more  than  you’re  go¬ 
ing  to  fear  the  realiW  of  tryi% 
,to  care  for  her,*  said  Ncwbdl, 
author  and  ERLC  director  of 
community  outreadi. 

•It  is  a  terrifying  thing  to  sajr 
out  loud,  and  thm’s  so  much 
shame  and  guilt  that  comes 
along  with  k  even  though  you 
MM  Ate  perpetrator.  ..Tik 
red^fo  ndw  compsttsfon  gild 
to  love  and  to  extox)  absolute 


grace  upon  grace  upon  grace. 

*Usten  to  her,  and  take  ac- 
tkm  where  action  needs  to  be 
taken.* 


Both  SIR  RRd  CliRM 


iwmun 


i  wamioK  for 
churchea:  Treating  aexi^  abuse 
or  assauh  as  thoi^  h  is  only  a 
sin  *ratber  than  a  crime,  is  m- 


story  in  a  heartbeat,  but  1  get  to 
mto  [others].  Tou  know  what, 
I  noow  Jesus  beak.  I  know  His 
Word  renews  minds.  I  know  Hk 
winr  works.  I  know  you  can  real¬ 
ly  know  the  truth  and  the  truth 
wiB  set  you  free.** 

Moore  also  said  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  sitiiation,  *It’s  very  messy 
now.  but  the  fact  that  we 
'are  having  to  deal  with  it  is  a 
good,  jpOQ  thing,  and  we  who 
are  wulbig  will  aD  be  better  oo 
the  other  side.  The  dnirch  wiD 
be  stronger  on  the  other  side.* 

.»*  .  ■  l4»  ^  it 

SraMWMpoii  ^ 

Phillip  Bethancouit,  ERLC 
executive  vice  president  aaid  in 
an  Oct  12  keynote  address  sex 
can  be  used  as  a  vfeapon.  "Those 


curriculum  director  of 
.  Tho  Villcga  Church 


Jen  WlDdn,  Bibk  teacher 
and  dasaea/curricuhim  direc¬ 
tor  of  The  VuliMe  Church  in  the 
DaUas-Fort  Worth  area,  aaid 
women  *are  moving  throu^ 
the  sim  of  grief  around  this. 
mhm' 


UnwilliRgRRSs 

Gregory  Love,  a  law  partner 
and  co-founder  of  MinirtiySafe 
and  Abuse  Preventiou  Systems 
with  his  wife  and  fellow  panel¬ 
ist  Kimberlee  Norris,  said  the 
last  i6  to  i8  months  have  sticDy 
shown  primarily  mak  church 
leaders  respondmg  defenahdy. 

•[It’s]  almost  hkt  there  k 
an  UDwillii^ness  espwally, 
I  beheve,  for  men  in  ministry 
leadership  to  just  stop,  hsten, 
and  siqr,  Tm  sorry,*  just  to  own 
what  you  can  own  -  even  tf  it’s 
not  your  fuih,  juit  to  listen  and 
let  acxneocie  juk  ten  their  story 
and  then  also  to  hsten  in  such  a 
[  can  tmk  the 


sexual  assauh,  abuse,  or  harass¬ 
ment,  he  added. 

One  of  the  most  neaative  re¬ 
sponses  Love  said  he  nas  seen 
in  the  last  year  or  more  from 
male  leaders  b  female  vic¬ 
tims  of  abuse  or  assauh  "being 
received  in  such  a  way  that  iust 
because  h’s  old  h’s  not  real  or 
just  because  h’s  old  you  should 
oe  past  h  by  now,  and  I  would 
just  tdl  you,  [be]  careful  there. 
Be  ready  to  hemr  thk  with  ears 
as  if  h  happened  yesterday.** 


appropriate  in  ev^  context 
and  addressing  this  from  the 
'  loint  of  *We  can  somehow 
I  this  within  the  church,* 
Dst  the  law  in  most  states 
[idlnapprcmriate  at  best.* 
While  she  k  encouraged 
that  churdies  and  ministries 
are  "more  willing  to  be  proac¬ 
tive  about  thk  issue  rather  than 
simply  reactive,*  Norris  pointed 
out  she  k  distouraged  at  clergy 
•who  do  not  undmtand  they 
are  mandatory  reporters”  of 
ch^  sexual  abiiise  in  nearly  ev¬ 
ery  state. 


with  authoriw  uae  their  power 
unwanted  sexual  ad^mnoea 


on  others  and  as  that  happena, 
oftentimes  in  companion  with 
that  there  are  others  %vho  refoce 
to  bdd  the  powerful  account¬ 
able  because  they’re  focused  oo 
their  own  self-protection  rather 
than  justice  and  protection  of 
the  vulnerable.* 

Bethancouit  expressed  grati¬ 
tude  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  Sexual  Abuse 
Stuck  curremly  in  process.  SBC 
Prendent  J.D.  Greear  in  July 
announced  the  study  in  part¬ 


nership  with  ERLC. 

Betmmeourt  ako  cautioned. 


TherTEaa  been  a  grant  deal  of 


way  you  car 
*What  then  needs  to  cdiange? 
Love  told  the  andteoce. 

That  obeervNion  appliea 
acrosi  the  board,  whether  ft  k 


FMrofskRriRg 

Trillia  NetvbeQ,  a  iurvivor  of 
sexual  aaaault,  spoke  about  the 
fsar  a  vktim  cotifrontg  in  ahar- 
ingwliat  baa  happened  to  her. 

n  tril  >tia  ttus  —  that  woman 
in  partkculttr  wfD  fear  saying  ft 


JrsrsImrIs 

Bible  teacher  Beth  Moore, 
who  tvas  sexually  abuaed  as  a 
chikl,  aaid  in  an  Oct  12  inter¬ 
view  with  ERLC  Presldeiit  Rus- 
sdl  Moore,  *It  was  not  the  ’ 
of  the  Lord  for  me  to  go  th 

what  I  went  ttirou^  as  a _ , 

but  in  Hk  sovereLgnty  He  al¬ 
lowed  ft.  ...I  woukfcbmge  my 


•We  must  pursue  this  issue 
with  urgency  hut  here’s  die 
danger  for  me,  and  1  wonder  if 
some  of  you  M  ft.  My  instinct 
k  to  want  to  move  strait  to 
sohitioDa  before  starting  with 
sorrow.  [B)efore  we  can  get  it 
tve  need  to  weep  with 
thoae  who  wen.  Out  of  the  aor^ 
row  I  am  praying  that  aohitkMia 
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M  I  esot  took  oapt.*  That  WM  the 

I  jnraiage  on  a  sweidahiit  worn 
V  by  a  senior  aduh  at  a  gather- 
ing  at  one  of  our  duirdhes.  So  pointed, 
so  provoking,  so  simpje  —  and^  true, 
who  was  fully  God  robed  in  flesh, 
eyenemsed  the  drain  of  resources  that 
all  of  us  have  encountered  from  time  to 
time,  as  weU  as  a  lack  of  energy,  mental 
resmirces,  and  emotional  fueTWe  get 
tired,  worn  dora,  and  empty,  and  ne^ 
rest,  recuperation,  and  restoration,  und 
so  Jesus  took  naps. 

In  Mat^  8:24.  we  find  Jesus  with 
His  disdples  getting  into  a  ship  to  go 
aaoss  to  the  other  side  of  the  sea  and 
thro  are  these  poignant  words:  “And, 
bdiokl,  there  arose  a  great  tempest  in 
the  sea.  insomuch  that  the  ship  was 
covered  with  the  waves:  but  he  %vas 

asleep.*  The  "He*  is  Jesus.  It  had  been  a 

bu^  and  no  doubt  strenuous  day.  Jesus 
fbi^  a  place  to  rest  and  get  refueled 
and  ready  to  go  again.  \Vhat  a  lesson 
to  be  learned  by  aD  of  us. 

We  afl  so  onra  think  about  Jesus  as 
he  came  to  the  wefl  of  9ycfaar  in  John 
^  You  and  1  know  that* s  where  He  met 
womu  at  die  weO  and  she  met 
Hun.  Scripture  says  He  was  weary  in 

his  joamey.  Jesus  eiperienoed  wW  an 
ofuseipenenoe. 

^rsirt  a  matter  of  just  getting 
pkyakaQy  tired  but  we  can  get  drained 
55tiooany,  mentally,  spir&afly.  Some 
« those  emptiness  fecfmgs  are  worse 
than  aity  pfanrsical  limtta£fis  we  may 
encounter.  At  times,  maybe  sitting  in  a 
meeting,  or  talking  to  someone  on  the 


Jesus  Took  Naps 


phone,  or  heariim  of  a  crisis  in  some¬ 
one's  life,  suddenly  you're  putted  into  a 
moment  that  literal^  f^n  orain  you  —  a 
nx>nMnt  for  which  you  cant  prepare,  a 
moment  you  can't  envision  happening. 
While  Gmd  knew  what  was  on  thehmi^ 
nn,  you  have  no  idea  what  was  around 
the  comer  and  it  takes  everydiing  out 
of  you  and  you  need  to  recoim.  JiMt 
remember,  Jesus  took  naps.  Fm  not 
by  any  means  saying  we  ought  to  drw 

time,  but  we  certainly  do 
need  to  listen  to  the  Lord  as  Ha  apeaks 
to  ua  and  follow  Hia  ennqfle. 

Think  abcmt  that  as  you  hear  the 
words  of  Jesus  in  IfatAew  14:13  and 
^  Pay  attention  to  them.  Verse  13  says 
diat  He  departed  by  ship  to  a  desert 


place  apart,  and  then  in  verse  23  when 
He  sent  the  multitude  away  He  went  up 


a  time  of  darhy  oflilinkiiig,  if  we  don't 
come  apart,  we  %vill  come  apart  That 
would  be  true  for  every  one  of  us. 

IFs  interesting  how  we  aomebow 
imagiiie  that  if  we  really  walk  w^  God, 
we  are  supmnen  and  siyerwomen  and 
never  need  a  time  of  rest  and  reflec¬ 
tion.  We  put  that  kind  of  aura  around 
people  who  are  in  poiitioiis  of  laader- 


by  to  aee  the  pastor  only  to  be  tokl  by 
his  secretary  tiiat  it  was  his  day  oA  The 
woman  who  atonaad  brwMi  WMA. 
what  peituiMand  c^set  becanae  ^ 
pasta  was  toUng  a  day  oA  Later  she 
confronted  the  pastor  about  his  day  off 
and  said  to  him  *The  devfl  doesn't  take 
a  d^  off.*  To  which  die  pastor  polity 
Se  why  he's 

The  Bible  is  dear  in  trying  to  help  us 
understand  that  every  one^us  live  in 
a  wmM  of  limitations  dud  mi^  come 

about  because  we  do  not  know  and  our 
inental  feculties  are  not  as  extensive  as 
they  need  to  be,  or  because  we  are  just 
empty  emotionally  and  find  it  impos¬ 
sible  to  give  any  more  sensitivity  and 
care  or  maybe  ft's  in  our  resources  and 
mindie  at  tunes  it's  physically. 

it's  not  wise  for  ai^  of  us  to  run  cm 
en^  fi>r  very  long.  Hyou  try  tiiat  in 
ypurcar,justdowntheroadasyoube- 
gm  tom  up  a  slight  incline  that  car  %viO 

probab^  buck  a  few  tinMw  and  youll 

find  yoinaeif  shting  on  the  side  of  the 
road  and  wondering  what  to  do  then. 

That  also  can  happen  to  any  gf  us  per- 
•on^.  So  today^you  don't  have  to  take 
mewbole  day  off  but  find  moments 
during  the  dm  when  you  can  come 
mrL  real,  reflect,  and  be  renewed  and 
fece  the  rert  of  the  dby. 


F^wnoarempoanioosorieMler-  Just  remember  tte^encommiiia 


The  ituthor  cm  be  contaetBd  at  di- 
rectkms^mbeb^. 


Staff 

Changes 


College  News 


PROVIDENCE  CHURCH, 
BENTONHIPPAH  ASSO¬ 
CIATION,  called  Caleb  Davis 
as  pastor  in  June.  He  is  a  native 
of  Prentiss  County  and  was  or¬ 
dained  July  8.  Shown  ere  Davis, 
his  wife  Kate,  and  son  Aiden. 


Three  IWHJJAM  CAREY  UNIVERSnY  studwM  vrere  pre- 
sentad  with  scholarships  Oct.  12  from  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Portion  through  the  Board  of  Ministerial  Education.  Shown 
Iw  to  right  ara:  Was  Dyfcas,  daan  of  tha  School  of  Music  and 
Minwtry  Studias;  John  Mark  Vmcant  of  Oacatur.  iunior  raligion 
m^ijapierH  of  the  WiMiarn  Oaws^ 

w  Mendnn.  senior  intercultuial  studies  mafor  serving  at  LewaNow 
Comrminfty  Church  as  Childran's  Ministry  Diractor.  rocipiant  of 
^  Cip»reef-G«>dv  Mrtwwial  Scholarahip:  ChMxMpr  Smith  of 
Sanmna.  sMtior  muaic  aducMion  m«ior  sarving  m  vrenhip 
readaf  at  Sammary  Baptiat  Church,  redpiani  o*  tha  Hardy  A  Oatv 
^  Jr.  ScholarMp:  and  Danial  CatdwaN.  chair  of  tha  Oapacimant 
of  Biblical  Studiaa  and  Board  of  MiniMorial  Education  mambar^ 
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XQDGYQMP  RBQYY:  OWGY 

Clue:  P  >^8 
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fe  Nela  Chureli,  Buntng: 
ItomecomLi^  Oct.  28:  ser- 
10:30  a«m..  foUovried  by 
^nnar  OB  the  vmindt. 

Oet  9i  18; 
Pri.  -  Set.,  7  pjB4  Soil,  u 
t«m.;  Keith  Lovett, 


Rflvivals  &  Homecomings 

u  Smitng:  Letila  fcinkt,  music. 


Qiergeti 

Oct  gB;  1 


Hineh;  Jc 
art  Bob  T 
^Piret 


Churoh, 


Rfe  iTXiTRif 


I  MSy4  udio  LLC 

\  of  Profcreiond  Audio.  Vklao.  A  Liahtiiia 

Clai^  Coaference  Rcxnb,  School 
Eqaipineni  tales,  tervice  and  installatton 

HMaa  rO.  Boa  1575  Ph  60I.923.9M' 

I  kife^mtaiidiollc.com  CMman,  MS  39060  Fn  60l.O3a.9ai 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 


October  25, 2018  TMb  BAPTcrr  Rbcoro 


tel  you  in  the  darlcness.  sp^  in  the  light,  and  what 


r  ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


■'i-fe'/rriv  }021  HkS 


October  25, 2018 


HoMe'Difw  is  a  Baptist  Recoitl  supplement  produced  fay  the  Miasbappd  Baptist  Convention  Boaid^s 


MINISTRY  WIVES 
CONFERENCE 

)()I  Ii  IIOMI’ 

A  riM:i  ()/ 

\//\/s  I  n) 

OCTOBER  29.  2018 

FBC  JACKSON  5  LEVEL 

) 

REGISTRATION 
w^ww.  tinyurl.  corn/20 1  8MWC 

Contact  the  Pasto<  Leadership^  Development 
Department  at  vclary@mbcb.org  for  more 
'  information. 


201 8  YOUTH  EVANGELISM  CHALLENGE 


THi 


DECEMBER  27-28,  2018  •  MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 


/< 


=  oyistei  at  tmyurf.com  20  } 8YEC  iSIO)  or  at  the  door  (SI  5).. 
:tdct  the  Evangel  Dept  at  Ibuff^^^'j'mbcb.org  for  adHitiL3nal  info. 


REPLICATE  MINISTRIES; 

D-GROUP  TRAINING 

COST:  $25  including  lunch 

REGISTRATION:  www.hnyurl.com/dgrouptroin  by  January  25,  2019 


p 

.  *  ‘ 

f 

S'  . 


LOCATIONS 

TIME:  9  .  a  m.-3  00  p.m 
(Ragi^t'a':  '  h'  g.~  "if  8  30  o  m  ) 

FEBRUARY  11 
Harrisburg  Baptisl’Church 
Tupelo,  MS 

FEBRUARY  12 
First  Baptist  Church 
Clinton,  MS 

FEBRUARY  13 

First  Baptist  Church 
Gulfport  MS 


'.  '  rn  ;3  ^  i  ‘ 

ir.hr^^oYon 


STATE  EVANGEUSM  CONFERENCE 
January  27-28, 2019 

Country  Woods  Baptist  Church  •  Byram,  MS 

"StTve  the  Lard  with  ^adnoK  comt  before  His  freteme  vrid)  sin^g.* 
A  Pudm  100:2 


lif  Tfr* 


S. 


f: 


Celebrate  with  us  the  faithfulness  of  78  years 
of  MiwiMippi  Baptists  irtio  have  framed  their  legacies 
by  utilizing  die  resources  of  the  Foundation  to  invest 
Great  Coihnitpiii^n  vWkK;  Contact  wt^yriOx  questions, 
iirvita  to  share  wtdt  your  church  bunily,  or-  come  see 
us  irt  die  display  area  during  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conventipn  on  October  30. 

We  are  thankftifto  be  in  mirustry  with  you  as 
“laborers  together  with  God." 

PASTDR/lfADERS 

(DEvys  iL(OiP!Hl"!E!ljlir 


Bivocadonal  Ministries  Meeting 

Mond^,  October  29, 2018 
3K)0-4i30  pan. 

Sl^rroom  |  Bi^itist  Building 

CwuactGr*gBarlierst601-292-33O7jormneudormMi^ 


i 


Small  Church 
Youth  Ministry 
Workshops 

6:00'8:4S  pm 
Supper  is  served  at  6:00  pm 


November  6, 2018 
Rrst  Baptist  Church 
520  W.  Fox  Ave. 

'  Eupora,  MS  39744 

November  8, 2018 
HiUcrest  Baptist  Church 
5950  Terry  Rd. 
Byram;  MS  3^72 


Contact  Oiscipleship  &  Family  Minisicy.iM 
tpresson^mbcb.org  for  more  info.  ' 
To  register,  visit 

www.tinyurLcom42018SmaUChurch. 


2019 
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MINE 
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November  S,  2018 

www*bwawd.org/2Cl8-Day''Of“Prciyer 

ONLINE  GIVING 

Do  you  want  to  avoid 
the  stress  of  cash  flow 
for  your  church?  OnHne 
giving  is  the  way  to 
do  itb  It  inspires  the 
younger  generation 
to  give  and  moves 
you  into  the  world  of 
tomorrowl 

Contact  the  Stewardship  Dept,  at 
601 -292-3347  or  lleavell^mbcb.ay 

«  •  It 


2019  STATE  SENIOR  ADUd 
EVANGELISM  RALLY 

(.Ounlrx  Woods  Baptist  i.hurcli  |  Byraiii,  MS 
liiesdav,  laiuiarv  29 


Brothers  4  Quurtet 


.Mickey  Boutuls 


Dennis  Swonber^ 


\  Oh  c>  of  I  I  f  t 


i  tn  /Mio  t  infitntintiofi,  :  Disi  ipli  ship  tnHi  I  Ministry  tit 

lyOl  J9J  ijSitti  ipivr-on  mlHh.oi^. 


April  6-7,  2019 

EMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
GRENADA 

VIDEO  Auditiom  ore  being  accepted  for  the 
2019  Mississippi  Baptist  Voung  Musicians  Honor 
Choir  for  children  In  grades  4-0. 

VMees  should  be  submitted  by  e-mail  or  texL 
Deadline  for  submissions  b  November  15, 2018. 

Cenlocl  ChuKh  MiHk  ol  60l-2«2-sm  or  Wymb  Soiidi  at 
wfoutk^iiibcboora  Ipf  odcBMonol  infomwCiwi* 


BREAKTHROUGH 


LifeWay  podcast  to  feature  ministiy  breakthoughs 

IHI^^SVBi  J^tottbetaahjrroleora 

^  °‘‘.**«*^*  and  ehdleiigiiig.*  a^  1^  episodes  of  ‘My 

-^-_  ^  -  -  the  foture^o^  like.*  j  indude*  ^'^*^hro**0h 

i|rt  came  from  How  I  In  the  inaugural  episode  of  ■  Barrett  Bowden,  aenior 

TOa,  a  Nabonal  PubBc  kfy  Ministry  BreaUiron^  pastor  at  Cmmunitv 

^^^dmM  fwti^  en;  ^  interviewed  WfflMan^  ■PIllHBraQuIH  SSSi  in  MeS^i^^Shfch^ 

Km^AHlIllillMlI  nn  in  a  living  room  and  has 

d.u.^T^.y.,5 

Ma^c^our  guests  may  not  pastors  and  high-capacity  vol-  lowing  traits  of  churches  that 

executive  pastor,  respectiveljiv 

Imdm  begin  to  seenunistry  a  trajecto^  diange  for  the  rest  of  McKinney  Church  in  Fort 
romiMinaDew,exdtingway.  of  your  fife,*  Mandni  aaid  Worth.  Freeland  and  Adkins 

■  An  Idea  brings  a  quantum  "you  know  it  when  you  see  it*  wiB  discuss  what  it  looks  like 

jump  of  energy  to  a  church.  By  ‘  ^ 

■  A  deep  sense  of  satisfiM-  stori 
tion  forms  in  knowing,  *Thi8  hdpi 


able.  Tou  can  tell  stories  vfith  t _ I 

‘>«Bnaiy‘«*nto«'wytliat’s  of  where  they're  goiag.  IhM 
the  ouirch  to  dwol  on  whet^s  enMnrMin.  .iwi  .ik.n.M;n.  *  .k....  f-  — rlTijr!. - ^ 

cwnmeodable  end  prsieewor-  Roac  noto£'  "  '' 

^  Chiirtiaiis  ^  ap^  The  inspiration  for  Rose' 

PaoTs  advice  during  then*  oiuly  podcai' 

cdmmiite  with  a  new  Podcast  Kdlt  ' _ _ _ _ 

by  Bnjn  R^,  Radio  broadcaM  fmturi^''  «i-  inwrrKwea  rrm  Mnrmi, 
^Mmi^  Brnkthrough  is  tmpreneurs  behind  some  of  founder  of  Auxano,  about  what 
dedic^  to  tdling  the  sto-  the  MwkTs  best-known  com-  bi  *  - 

nes  of  churches  experiencing  paniea.  of 

key  moments  of  vid^dairffy 
and  alignment 

•r'_ _ _ 

make  conference  stages  writh  _ 

their  stories  or  be  featored  in  how  *God  Built  This.* 
big  mamrines,  but  that's  toe  Tfseasyforchurdiestoco- 
of  toe  podcasting  medi-  w-snci-paste  vMon  from  other 
urn,  ssid  Ro^  lead  nsvimtor  churches,*  Rose  8sid,*but  every 
for  Auxano,  the  on-site  minis-  church  is  to  be  unique 
^  consulting  arm  of  LifeWay  and  to  tap  into  its  cnvn 
Christian  Recouroes  that  fuses  God  has  a  plan  for  every  dniich 

viaioQ  darity  wito  five  critical  that's  rooted  in  its  context*  _  _  _ 

needs  in  diurdies:  resourcing.  Rose  believes  ministry  to  do.*  " 

ImdCThip,  emctofon,  wnrLiin-  breaMhroiigh  happens  when  ■  New  confidence  is  cxeated 
nimtioiiai^toidpleship.  churdies  embrace  toeir  cul-  as  toe  future  of  toe  ministiy  be- 
episodes  of  My  Min-  turai  and  geoaraphic  context  comea  dearer. 

^  •***“  peo|3e  and  reaourc-  ■  Perafatent  tension  in  a 
avaiWt  every  otoer  week  and  ea  to  a  vi^n  that  helps  toem  dmich  suddenly  becomes 
onbedoa^onM  at  MyMIn-  make  diadplea.  resolved. 

^jnrBieaktorwt^xom  or  *Pa8torB  are  viriooaiies,*  *For  me,  toe  moat  important 
wherever  podcaats  are  avail-  he  said.  *T1ie  problem  is  many  part  of  breaktoroiinih  is  there'e 


GET  TfC  sear  aATEt  OU:  HMih  lIMKm AID  SCtEEN  SHOP-- toKk 
ffipplwiwn  cm  wdtlomiiMwiMtoayDaroptnl 
vao^-etMortoimrwTiirwr^^  Pto  iwv  viiR^  tpvm  a^  iwa^ 
ovOnawxofiL 


wamm.  CM  Tbw>  Coot  601-706-4879. 


A  ^  MS&ALtinot19e2.Cai80(M05-2970 

i"**^*'??*-  CHUCM  raw  umouiBn:  free 
^  —y  tmirntMom.  nM  l  eITIUTEI:  Owb  UoMMKy.  CMMi. 

GWUaBURO  SBnML  Crib  IWMX 

■MwwonnwMiaaeBBWn.  ^  unnitiw.  Dwcon  of  HwJy  Strwl 

HOPPES  t1AM3)  QLASS:  Cumm  BtoM  CtoxS  OftoMli  of  Nwr  OrtHnt 
oSiSoWi,  fwlDnaQsandivpiift,  MiMyaid  BodM  ae  Pula  Ttoaooica  Sanaa* 
baSmdgjMo.aMtoBaaiaaaanvBod  in.  RbWaion  aalWIi.  Cawwarin 
rinm.  SMatoi  to1.502-02Q2.  mm  wWpalal  MkI  Mm  a  601-406-4606 
^^PPVfgMssit _ abaw)ffiowby.oom  _ 


S'TON  (BP)  >-  A  Texas  connected  in  uw  way  with  the  cUim  against  the  Presslers, 
has  dismissed  several  harms  that  Mr.  Rollins  alleged.  Patterson,  Southwestern, 
idantB  and  *AdditionaOy,  the  conven-  First  Church  in  Houston,  snn 

M  counts  tion  did  not  hm  control  over  WoodfiU  rdated  to  a  statement 

lawsuit  al-  f  jmm  or  any  duty  to  control  Mr.  WoodfiD  made  in  2017. 

I  sexud  Preasler  orany  oftheother  de-  Neitoer  did  Sa^  dismiss 

'  by  retifea  fendants.  So,  none  of  toe  fi^ts  breach  of  contract  pjamm  relat- 

(  s^  dis-  necessary  to  assert  any  valid  ed  to  the  settlement  of  a  aepa- 

luoge  Paul  daim  against  the  convention  rate  lawsuit  RoDiiM  filed  agamst 

fer,  Imown  ■MHi  ^  present  [The  SBC]  was  Pressler  in  2004  alliying 
e  of  tf-  mEsatBi  simpty  not  responsihle  if  an-  sauh  by  Pressler. 

^  of  toe  other  defendant  in  this  case  en-  AD  d<»fr»nfUnt«  have  AmnifA 

nvative  Resurgence  in  the  gag^  in  any  wrongdoing.  aD  of  the  daims  against  toem. 

lemBa^  Convention.  'While  vmoro^  assert-  Sandfll  announced  his  in- 

e  lawsint  filed  by  plaintiff  ing  aD  of  its  defenses,  the  con-  tenbon  to  grant  summary 
d  Duane  RoDins  in  Oc-  vention  took  toe  route  deemed  judgment  00  &  sexual  abuse 
2017  aDeged  sexual  mis-  most  practical,  econouiic,  and  rUimn  Aug.  17  at  a  court  hear- 
ict  by  Pressler  and  also  indisputable:  the  pUintifirs  ing,  but  SandiD’s  campaign  for 
It  to  hold  several  other  de-  suit  against  the  conventioo  was  the  Texas  Supreme  Couit^  a 
nts  responsible,  induding  filed  too  late,  not  by  weeks  or  series  of  motions  by  RoDins  - 
butoem  Baptist  Cooven-  months,  bm  by  years- the  stat-  including  multiple  attempts  fb 
SBQ.  ute  of  hmitatioDS  had  long  run  have  SandiD  removed  from  the 

ms  Coui^  District  on  the  charges,*  Guenther  said  case  —  delayed  the  issuing  of  a 
j  R.K.  Sandal’s  Oct.  15  in  written  comments.  signed  order, 

granting  summary  ju^-  ^  Because  the  statute  of  limi-  The  Oct.  15  order  also  denied 

dismissecL  woug  other  tations  defense  was  apparent  RoDins’  request  for  reoonsid- 
trs,  aD  daims  against  from  the  plaintiffs  own  plead-  eration.  RoDins  has  toe  right  to 
IBC  because  the  statute  ings,  the  court  did  not  need  to  appeal  the  order, 
litationa  had  expired  on  consider  the  SBCs  other  de-  RoDins’  2017  lawsuit  aUeges 
cl*bns.  fenaes  to  RoDins’ claims.*  he  first  met  Pressler  wheiThe 

issler  helped  enmnm  a  SandiD’s  order  applies  was  enrolled  in  a  young  aduh 

gy  to  turn  ^  SBC  back  to  RoDins’  aDapUfons  that  Bible  study  that  Pre^,  nokr 
theolodcaOy  conaerva-  Pressler  abused  him  and  also  to  88,ledatFirstChuidi,Hous- 
x>ts  in  toe  late  2oto  cen-  related  daims,  indudinSg  oon-  ton.  RoDins  later  work^  at 
He  alao  served  Southern  spiracy  and  negUgence,  agrinst  Preasler’s  law  firm.  He 
ftM  m  \^ua  other  vol-  nea^,  the  SBC,  Southwestern  toe  abuse  started  in  the  late 
r  capacities.  Semmary,  former  Southwestern  1970s  when  RoDins  was  14, 

.5^*2^ 5«Went  Patoe  Patterson,  Ffrrt  and  continued  through  20oVf 
xM  BapW  Fraas.  The  Chutdi  andSecond  Church  in  Rolliudaimedtoe%C.  along 
had  mutole  de-  Houaton,  Preaaler's  wife  Nancy,  %vitfaotoer  defendant.  h^*to^ 
^  mpri  and  Pieasler't  fiirmer  law  part-  to  exerdae  reaaooiSe  care  so  m 

was  the  feet  that  ner  Jaied  WoodfiD.  to  control*  Prewler,  who  served 

mvoitioo  ooinmi^  no  The  ruling  did  not  dis-  as  a  member  of  the  SBC  Execu- 

and  was  not  mvolved  or  miss  RoDins’  slander  and  libel  five  Committee  fixxn  1984-9L 


bcgd  m  choral  conouctmo  for  lookwo  for  a  full-trie  mstor. 

SLAYDCN  BAPTBT  CHURCR  Sand  PiMM  wnd  rwumM  by  mB  to:  Adhw 
vaumt  to  Starch  Commlllw  jpVthanO  Deral  1665  Paris  Plaoa  R6.  Como.  MS. 
sio)^anfspiiaiLhiM,hjeam  or  ssl to  Saar^  36619  or  amai  maumaa  to  pjpaltridgaO 
CoirMW  SiRMan  BapW  Church,  2534  gnsEcom 

Hwy72.lsisr.Mi  36642 _  NEW  FROMCT  BAPTIST  DMIch; 

TRUffT  mORIAL  BAPTBT  CHURCH  OLIVE  BRANCK  MS  M  8EEKMG  A  BF 
M  PEARL  HI  •  SEBONG  A  RAL  TME  VOCATIONAL  MUSIC  OMECTOR  Ploaaa 
PASTOR.  PiMaaaandiaaiima  to  3706016  amal  raaaris  to  rouriiaBna<i|»w)apac1  nal 
Brvtooa  Rood  Paart  MS  38206.  g  FULL-TBHE  FASTOR  - 

HBJCKS  RETREAT  BAPTBT  CMJR^  BETHANr  BAPTBT  CHURCR  Locatod  M 
BGOOIQMNER  MS  B  KEKBiG  A  htortoton.  MS  in  9s  oomntonty  of 
BLVOCATIONAL  MBBTPl  OF  HUBC  Soutwm LaudardMa Coteto.  PtoaiaaasI 
PMiors  ^nitiil  nsy  anuM  iwuma  to  mouma  to  offcaBwtwnoMalhany.org  or 
Coiay  Myara  ai  cm»ari9t3B»wMloorn  or  ^ 
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IVOTERSON 

com.  from  p.  1 

after  the  fill!  board  had  moved 
l.hw  to  prcsMeiit  emeritii*  *ta- 
tuB  a  week  earlier. 

The  34  trustees  present  at 
the  Oct.  17  general  session  ad' 
opfted  Sicluird’s  motion  on  a 
voice  vote  with  what  Baptist 
Press  (BP)  estimated  as  no 
more  tl^n  four  negative  votes. 

Following  that  session, 
trustee  Bret  Barber,  senior 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Farm- 
ersviDe,  Texas,  and  a  member 
of  the  executive  committee, 
and  trustee  Wayne  Dickard,  a 
retired  DMtor  mm  South 
olina,  mscussed  the  vote  with 
BF  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
TEXAN,  weekly  news  journal 
of  the  Southern  Itopditt  of 
Texas  Convention*  in  an  inter¬ 
view  approved  by  the  board. 

Baroer  voted  for  ratifying 
the  executive  committee's  ac¬ 
tions.  Dickard,  not  an  execu* 
tive  committee  member,  voted 
against  it. 

Dickard  said  he  was  “sad 
at  Patterson’s  departure,  and 
Barber  fought  back  tears  as  he 
discussed  it. 

“We’re  all  Christians,  and 
we  re  not  angry  with  each 
other,*  said  Dickard.  “We  dif- 
fei^reatly.  Bart  and  I  voted  in 
different  directions  on  a  num¬ 
ber  of  different  issues.  That 
doesn’t  make  him  my  enemy.* 
Dicluird  believes  the  pro¬ 
cess  and  the  resuft  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee’s  dealinn 
wtth  Patterson  were  flawd, 
including  the  committee’s  de¬ 
cision  during  a  series  of  meet¬ 
ings  in  April  and  May  to  waive 
a  requirement  of  Southwest¬ 
ern’s  bylaws  that  lo-days’  no¬ 
tice  be  given  for  all  executive 
committee  meetings. 

He  also  believes  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  violated  a  re¬ 
quirement  of  Robert’s  Rules 


Barber  (left)  and  (Xekard 

of  Order  that  a  cmnmittee 
*pa88  motions  that  ccmflict 
with  the  fun  board.* 

Barber  said  waiver  of  notice 
requirements  for  meetings  is 
common  practice  for  boards 
and  that  Patterson  skipped 
“numerous*  meetings  01  the 
executive  committee  in  April 
and  May  where  “matters  of 
great  significance  were  dis- 
cusscd»”  though  he  could  have 
attend^. 

Patterson  also  declined  a 
formal  request  that  he  atterid 
an  executive  committee  meet¬ 
ing.  Barber  said. 

Tlie  relationship  between 
Patterson  and  the  board  ulti¬ 
mately  became  unworkable, 
in  Barber’s  view.  However, 
Barber  noted  “people  ought  to 
listen*  to  Dickanfs  concerns 
as  they  evaluate  whether  cir¬ 
cumstances  were  extenu¬ 
ating  enough  to  jujrtify  the 
executive  committee’s  depar¬ 
ture  fh>m  standard  operating 
procedures. 

One  reason  to  move  for¬ 
ward,  Diduud  said,  is  that  Pat¬ 
terson  “didn’t  have  the  votes 
on  the  board  to  remain  here... 


In  May,  I  thought  he  had  those 
votes,  and  the  first  vote  that 
was  taken  [in  the  May  u-23 
meetii]^,  he  did  have  them, 
but  toSy  he  doesn’t  have  tlM 
votes  on  the  board  to  still 
be  president.* 

Barber  said  it’s  difficult  to 
state  one  main  reason  Pat¬ 
terson  departed  because^  “we 
have  a  40-member  board”  and 
“there  are  at  least  40  answers 
to  the  question  of  vby.* 

Trustees  who  vote  differ¬ 
ently  “may  agree  on  90%  of 
what  we  talked  about,  but 
there’s  a  lo-wrcent  differ¬ 
ence  rhst  nudges  me  onto 
one  side  of  the  line  and 
nudges  him  onto  the  other,* 
Barber  said. 

Trustee,  chairman  Kevin 
Ueckert,  lead  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Georgetown,  Tew, 
told  BP  about  the  meeting, 
“We  had  thii^s  to  discuss  that 
were  difficult  and  challeng¬ 
ing.  Everybody  experienced  a 
great  deal  of  encouragement 
Defuse  of  our  common  belief 
that  (k>d  is  leading  us  forward 
as  a  seminary  around  our 
core  mission.” 
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TEAMS 

conr.  from  p.1 

vokmlBeis  in  Pgname  Qly»  FL, 

to  coodnet  a  mess  feeing  eper- 
atioQadimBgllttkitchaittcfii- 
tfes  of  Hi^ilaiid  ObucIl  About 
10,000  meets  per  dpy  are  need¬ 
ed  Ibis  H  KMrina,  multiplisd,* 
McGivncysaad.  tl 

was  icftning  to 
Huniixme  Katrina,  which  raked 
the  MissiBBippi  Gidf  Coast  in 
2005  after  making  landfaD  tS 
the  moudi  of  die  Bay  of  St  Lou¬ 
is  and  near^omplcte 

dntxuctkxL  New  Orieans  alto 
suffered  rhaastious  flooding  as 
Katrina  caused  kvee  ftdhiies 
around  toe  bdow  see  levridw. 

MoCHvtiey  hto  alto  aeked  for 
finendalgifti  to  repleiBBh  lapid- 
ly^-depletmg  i.tisaiftrf  relief  ftmds 
behto  utffiaed  tosbow  (kxfsl^ 

to  victims  vfoo  Ittve  lost  vktu- 

afty  aD  toeir  earthly  poaaesskms. 
At  present,  there  is  no  syttem 
in  place  to  accept  in-kind  do- 
uations  such  aa  canned  gooda, 
dotoing,  appliances,  etc. 

Mc^vney  exj^ained  toat 
tax-d  Juctfole  financial  gifts  are 
most  effective  because: 

■  Precisely  what  is  needed, 
when  it  is  needed,  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  to  suppoit  operadons 
during  response  and  reooresy 
to  ww  to  oiminale  problems  of 
outdated  and  unnoeoed  items. 

■  Handling,  storing,  docu¬ 
menting,  and  transportiiig  fi¬ 
nancial  oontributiofis  is  easier 
and  utiiiMR  fewer  resources 
than  in-kind  dottsAisns. 

■  Monetii^  donations  brip 
prevent  the  Second  disasteir 


of  stockpOing  usdem  m-ktod 
doostioiiB.  After  every  iliaaiftrr 
Acre  mt  oAn  traddoiA 
iiMitwialx  toflt  were  CtSIlHBicly 
wrawble  toat  must  be  OMtrftH 
atod  or  v 

oC  This  tokes  vsloa!^  iSaat;iH 
fort,  and  nian|>Qwcr  away  foom 
aasisting  toose  in  need. 


are  able  to  provide  tax-deduetj 
ifale  receipto  to  donocs. 

^d^^^^cxioay^^Ming 
tbewheebcftheeoGaoaiymov- 
inginadisaslreawaiBakiycom- 
pooent  in  toe  leoorefy  piDoeat 

■  Leverage 

Uafaed  reiatfoa&ps  and  mski]& 
wholesafe/bidk  purebaaes  al- 
kwra  voluntary  ofgankatioiis  to 
purchase  more  for  toefar  money. 

Ciiecks  should  be  made  pi^ 
able  to  tbe  MMasfoix 
Conventioii  ButtI  and  des¬ 
ignated  to  Disaster  Relief  on 
ST  memo  line,  ite  mailed  to 
MBCB  at  P.O.  Boa  530,  Jatft- 
son,  MS  39205-0530.  Fbr  more 
information,  contact  the  MBCB 
Men’s  Ministiy  Department  at 
toe  above  address. 

*Tbe  ffible  talks  about  the 
uigen^  of  toe  harvest  in  John 
4:35.  'Inere  h  a  window  of  op¬ 
portunity  for  each  harvest,  and 
toen  toat  window  doses  forever,” 
McGivney  said.  “R^  now,  cm 


harv^  vvindow  oT^oppoitun^ 

in  these  stricken  areas  is  wkfe 
open  to  share  the  Good  News  of 
Jesus  Christ  with  an  inoedibie 
raimbCT  of  people  and  fomilies. 

“One  day,  tfas  window  of  op¬ 
portunity  wiD  doss  foNver.  Aft 

of  us  need  to  play  our  part  while 
there’s  stOl  tone. 


Need  a  li^ht? 

L  >1!-  *1  am  hi  liulH  “1  thi  \n*m  hi. 

\\  iw.  \ '  1  Ini .  nr-  will  n-  i  u.ilk 
in  liarkm  --  Im!  "ill  h.i*  ihi 
liiilP  ..1  kii  I  hr  N  =  : 


^imph  ->h.iri  Mii-  l«dlM"iii 
\>  il  h  ( •  d  in  MUM  "  n 


I  1  ui  ii .  1  adimt  lii.n  I  ik  .1  *11 . 

^  ha\  -.1"  ■ 

Z.  I  "an!  ti*riii\rm  1m  ia- 
and  t  i  e «  doiii  trom  >  In  iial 
death.  I  1 epen! 

3.  1  heliexe  le>n>  ditd  and  ri»M’ 
Innn  thi  to  Iniuixe  in>  -ms 

and  ti»  ri’stme  in\  relalnmship 
with  Mni.  I  heliex-.  in  lisns.. 
4.  Kx  tailh.  I  inx  iie  .li  ir  i  hi  ist 
into  ni^  lih  .  I  mm  thi-  ”in«i  ‘‘H. 
I  xxnnt  P.  lixe  in  a  loxint;  relalmn-hip 
XX  itii  Him.  I  I  irix  i  (  ill  i  *1  as 
inx  's.ix  n*r  and  I  d 


pt:;  .»v  .?  r  V  .  i\ .  il  him.  '  •  »l»  i:t  h  i 

lilt  r  -'III  Itf  u  eliilih  i  II  »•"  *  M’  ■  ‘  it  |ii 

III*  ;  "  h  lit  In  ^  t‘  III  III-  ii.iim  ’  hrfi  -  1:12: 
I :  '  nm!.'  .1  (h  ;  iMoii  fni  I  |in»Mi**t.»‘  .  Ml.n  ra 


hn  .li  SmiiiIk  ni  Ikiplisl  >  hul  l 


N|»ii  *11.1!  eiinf.ru  t  . 
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With  Obedience  •  James  1:19-2:13 


Have  YOU  ever  heard  die  texm,  "fail- 
house  roigion*?  Typically,  the  phn»e 
is  used  in  a  derogatory  manner  to  refer 
to  offenders  who  "find  relujton*  with¬ 
out  a  real  heart  change.  They  do  so 
to  create  a  fevorable  impression  with 
femihr,  cellmates  or  the  parole  board. 

Line  any  other  prison,  Angola  has 
her  share  of  folks  who  have  found  re¬ 
ligion  without  relationship.  However, 
there  are  man^  many  more  offenders 
who  have  met  Christ  and  have  been  re¬ 
deemed.  So  how  can  we  tell  the  differ¬ 
ence?  James  provides  the  answer.  He 
explains  that  true  believers  respond  to 
Jesus*  work  in  their  lives  with  obedi¬ 
ence  and  compassion.  Let’s  consider 
James*  instructions  to  believers  of  his 
day  and  then  apply  his  instructions  to 
our  lives  today. 


Heeding  (James  i:i9-ai) 

James  called  on  his  readers  to  rid 
themsdves  of  anger  and  other  evil  and 
to  instead  hum^  live  out  the  truth 
of  the  gospel  He  writes,  "...everyone 
must  be  qiidck  to  bear,  dow  to  speak 
and  slow  to  anm;  for  the  anger  of  man 
does  not  achieve  the  rii^teousness 
of  God*  (w.  19-20).  This  anger  is  not 
righteous  indignation  that  comes  from 
imustioe.  Instead,  James  is  referrina  to 
sttfish  anger  -  t^  t^  of  anger  that 
conies  wnm  people  disagree  aim  egos 
axe  bruised,  when  people  feel  negm- 
edand  unheard.  James  encouraged  his 


iders  to  get  rid  of  the  anger  and  live 
xirding  to  God’s  Word. 

Folks,  our  country  is  so  full  of  an- 
tt  wirii  a  mob  mentality  overtaking 
le  minds  of  so  many.  We  must  be  like 
Junes  and  encourage  each  other  to 
listen  to  the  teachings  of  God’s  Word, 

- ve  the  actions  in  our  lives  that 

been  obstructions,  and  humbly 
♦’Tith  of  the  gospel. 

mes  i:an-^) 

ter  encouraging  his  followers  to 
and  heed  (Sod^s  Word,  he  chal- 

«  e  d 

to  be¬ 
come  doers 
of  the  Word 
and  to  take 
action  on 
the  fhiny 
they  discov¬ 
ered.  He  ex¬ 
plained  that 
acting  on 
God’s  tnidi 

leads  to  blessing  but  that  not  acting 
on  God’s  truth  exhibits  dead  frdth. 

We  must  also  resp>ind  to  James’ 
clarion  call.  We  cannot  be  content  to 
sit,  soak,  and  sour  in  our  cushioned 
pews.  Instead,  we  mtat  take  action 
on  the  tnidis  reveaki^  to  us  in  (kxl’s 
Word.  Perhaps  God  has  been  stirring 
your  heart  to  get  involved.  1  vrant  to 
encourage  you  to  prayerfully  con¬ 


sider  prison  ministry.  We  are  blessed 
to  have  wonderful  consultants  like 
John  and  Melinda  Hen^  who  travel 
aU  over  the  state  to  minister  to  of¬ 
fenders.  However,  as  Luke  reminds 
us,  "The  harvest  is  plentiful  but  the 
laborers  are  few*  (Lk.  10:2,  NASB).  To 

St  more  information,  you  can  call  the 
BCB. 

lioving  (James  i:a6-a7;  2:1-4) 
James  emphasized  that  one  a^on 
seen  in  believers  was  their  compassion 
and  treatment  of  others.  Their  care¬ 
ful  use  of 
words,  their 
care  for  the 
needy,  and 
their  fair 
treatment 
of  all  were 
to  be  traits 
of  believers. 
Believers 
are  to  show 
compassion 

and  love  to  aH  people  in  bom  word 
and  deed.  I  am  so  thankful  for  the 
volunteers  who  show  compassion  and 
love  to  my  cuys  (the  offenders). 

As  you  think  of  prison  ministrv,  I 
can  think  of  at  least  ways  you  can  be¬ 
come  involved.  The  first  is  to  minister 
directly  to  offenders  in  state  prisons 
and  local  jails.  Those  without  Jesus 
desperately  need  Him  and  those  vdth 


Jesus  need  encouramment  They  aO 
need  compassion  ana  love. 

Ibe  second  area  of  ministry  is  often 
forgotten  but  so  very  important.  With¬ 
in  our  churches  are  victims  of  horrible 
crimes.  Many  of  them  sit  there  filled 
with  anger,  pain,  fear,  and  bitterness. 
They  fed  isoUtdl  and  alone  because 
tl^  have  never  shared  their  trauma 
with  another  person.  They  also  desper¬ 
ately  need  pour  compassion  and  love. 
Is  God  calluy  you  and  your  church  to 
minister  to  vicoms  of  enme?  ^ 

So,  how  can  I  tell  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  offenders  who  have  "jaOhouse 
religion*  and  offenders  who  have  ex¬ 
perienced  a  life-changing  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jesus?  The  first  group  con¬ 
tinues  to  exhibit  the  attributes  of  the 
lost.  They  are  "forgetful  hearers*  (v. 
25)  and  they  hang  on  to  "all  filthiness 
and  all  that  remains  of  wickedness* 
(v.  21).  But  those  who  have  Jesus  in 
their  hearts  have  become  hearers  of 
the  Word.  They  have  heard  what  the 
Word  says,  heeded  what  they  have 
learned  and  put  aside  the  eWl  and 
wickedness.  Tney  have  become  doers 
of  the  Word,  and  as  they  live  the  Word 
out  loud,  they  show  compassion  and 
love  to  others. 


McGrow  is  a  NAMB-endorsed 
diofdain  at  Louisiana  State  Pem- 
tentiary  and  memher  of  WoodviUe 
Chwrek,  WoodviUe.  ^ 


A  Prayer  of  Surrender  •  Matthew  6:10;  James  4:6-10, 13-17 


We  learned  in  our  last  two  lessons 
to  begin  our  prayers  by  acknowledg- 
ing  God  as  our  Phther,  and  to  give  Him 
the  adoration  due  Him.  This  week,  we 
learn  to  surrender  to  our  Father,  even 
as  our  lives  are  lived  to  Hisprai^and 
riocy.  Matthew  6:10  reads,  HHiy  kinx- 
oom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth, 
as  it  is  in  heaven,*  (KJV).  God’s  king¬ 
dom  is  His  rule  and  reign  in  the  hearts 
of  His  followers.  Scripture  teaches  that 
this  word  that  God  mm  from  nothing, 
was  initially  cmnplelely  under  His  con¬ 
trol.  When  Adam  and  Eve  disobeyed 
the  Creator,  choosing  instead  to  listen 
to  the  deceiver,  this  world  came  under 
Satanic  control.  The  Apostle  Paul  wrote 
that,  "we  know  that  the  ivhole  creation 
groaneth  and  travaileth  In  pain  to¬ 
gether  until  now,*  Romans  8:22  (KJV). 
Even  creation  itadf  groans  from  beiiig 
under  the  dominion  of  Satan. 

Jesus,  "by  a  new  and  liviim  way, 
which  he  hath  consecrated  for  us, 
ilaciigh  the  veil,  that  is  to  say.  his 
flesh,^  (Hebiews  io;20 
ered  "us  from  the  power  of  darkness, 
and  hath  trenslaled  us  into  His  king¬ 
dom,*  Coloasians  1:13  (KJV).  There¬ 
fore,  we  may  truly  pray  for  God’s  will 
to  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven, 
for  we  have  been  freed  from  the  power 


of  sin  that  ruled  from  Adam  to  Christ. 
With  so  much  evfl  in  the  world,  some 
ask  how  God  could  allow  that  to  hap¬ 
pen.  God  desires,  however,  to  change 
our  sinful  hearts  so  that  we  obey  Him 
and  obey  not  the  thief  who  came  only 
"to  steal  ond  to  kill,  and  to  destroy, 
John  10:10  (KJV).  The  evil  in  this 
Yvorld  happens  vdien  we  seek  our  will 
and  our  kingdom  instead  of  His  king¬ 
dom  and  His  will. 

Anyone  who  has  raised  a  child 
knows  how 
difficult  it 
is  to  explain 
why  the 
child  must 
do  some- 
thing  he  or 
she  would 
radier  not 
do  or  can¬ 
not  have 
something 
that  he  or  she  wants.  Children  often 
do  not  a^  for  what  it  belt  for  them, 
so  thc>  must  learn  to  trust  the  aduh 
in  charge.  As  we  come  to  God  with  our 
requests,  we  must  trust  Him  also.  As 
we  prw,  we  surrender  our  remiests  to 
His  wffl.  God  is  sovereign  and  knows 
what  is  best  for  us.  As  Rkk  Warren 


wrote  in  -iPurpose  Driven  Life,  "God  is 
more  interested  in  our  character  than 
our  comforl*  (Zondervan,  2013).  As  a 
■mall  child  does  not  want  an  inocula¬ 
tion  that  it  needs,  so  the  Father  often 
works  in  us  to  produce  what  He  knows 
we  need.  God  calls  us  to  trust  Him  in 
all  things. 

James  4:6-7  teadies,  "But  he  giveth 
more  grace.  Wherefore  he  saith,  God 
resists  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace 
unto  the  humble.  Submit  yourselves 
therefore  to 
God.  Resist 
the  devil 
and  he  wfll 
flee  from 
you,"  (KJV). 
Jesus  said 
to  seek 
the  Lord’s 
will  here, 
"as  it  is  in 
Heaven." 
This  text  in  James  reiterates  our  need 
to  submit  to  God.  James  4:io  adds, 
"Humble  yourselves  in  the  sight  of  the 
1/>iti,  ana  he  shall  lift  you  up,*  (KJV). 
Admittina  to  God  that  He  knows  best  is 
an  Fssrnnsl  part  of  surrender  to  Him. 

In  the  introductioo  to  Thinking 
About  God,  (I974»  ukI  1995>  Insight 


Press)  Fisher  Humphries  wrote  about 
how  Samud  thoo|^  Eli  was  calling 
him  in  the  night  In  1  Samuel  3:6  (NAS), 
Eli,  realixina  it  was  the  Lord  calling, 
told  Samum  to  answer  God,  "Speak, 
LORD,  for  Thy  servant  is  listening." 
Humphries  wrote  that  the  pray^  of 
the  modem  Christian  is  often.  "Listen, 
Lord,  for  thy  servant  is  speaking.*  In 
the  Lord’s  prayer,  before  we  ask  for  our 
needs  to  be  met  we  must  seek  Gq^’s 
will  in  our  lives  here  on  earth  just  as 
God’s  will  is  accomplished  in  heaven. 

James  4:6-7  reads,  "Draw  nigh  to 
God,  and  he  vdll  draw  nigh  to  you,* 
(KJV).  The  word  of  God  is  an  invitation 
tor  people  to  come  to  Him  in  faith  and 
repentance.  When  we  resist  the  Lord, 
we  chose  our  way  rather  than  His  way. 
Our  lives  spiral  away  from  the  Lord  and 
godfy  living  (2  Corinthians  4:4,  KJV). 
Which  vray  we  choose,  nearer  to  G9d 
or  further  away,  results  in  either  being 
closer  to  God  or  away  from  Him.  Pray¬ 
ing  for  God’s  will  to  be  done  on  earth  as 
it  Min  heavem  must  begin  with  prqrlng 
that  God’s  wiD  is  accomplished  in  eac£ 
of  our  own  individual  lives.  Let  ^is 
kingdom  begin  in  you  today. 

Henson  is  a  member  qf  Meadow 
Orove  Cburek,  Brandon. 
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NEW  HOPE  CHURCH,  MONTICEU.O.  hM  a  daacon  ordina- 
tion  service  for  Tony  Themes.  Shown  are  Sherry  and  Tony  Thames 
with  pastor  Kevin  Ciozier. 


CENTER  RIDGE  CHURCH,  BLUE 
SPRINGE,  celebrated  Pestor  Appreciation  Day 
Oct.  14  with  Mike  Brazeal  and  David  Wallace. 


PROVIDENCE  CHURCH,  CLEVELAND,  held 

a  recognition  service  Oct.  7  for  Stanley  Cobb.  He 
received  a  certificate  of  recognition  for  his  «Moep- 
tional  service  to  the  church  and  selection  as  a 
trustee.  Shown  is  pastor  J.  B.  Hays.  Jr.,  and  Cobb. 
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T¥BN  LAKES  CHURCH,  MADISON,  held  an  infant  dodicatm 
held  by  mQthar«^  Bennatt  Stubblafiaid.  aunoundad  by  orand> 
parents  Soott  and  Rlipnda  Jonas  snd  Rhatt  Stubblefield;  right.  Macy 
Patrick  with  perenia  %rah  and  WB  Patrick  and  brother  Macon. 

SELF  CREEK  CHURCH,  GOLDEN  TRtAN-  Pastor  Charles  Lipe.  CLEAR  CREEK 

GLE  ASSOCIATION,  recognized  Roy  Tomlirv  CHURCH,  OXFORD,  is  shown  welcoming 
son  for  32  yeers  of  service  as  deacon.  Shown  are  newest  deacon  Jeff  HoHowell  after  his  recent 
Tomlinson  and  Larry  Watson.  ordination. 

* 


new  ZION  CHURCH.  RRAXTON,  gava  auppliai  to  thair  STRONO  HOPE  CHURCH,  WESSON,  h 
taachart.  Tha  church  haa  atx  taachars  plua  aawaral  othar  mambars  ing  diacipleahip  training  about  har  upcoming  i 
toho  vw>rk  in  tha  achool  ayatam.  Evangalical  Madical  1aam. 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  SUIMIWIT,  held  its  4th  annuel  Missions  Dey 

M  _ _  ^  cNkhen  through  Bth  grades  Oct.  13,  1  -  4  pm.  Children  were  taught 

B^CK  JACK  MUi^H,  VAUGHAN,  held  a  deacon  ordina-  abcMd  miasiorwrias  and  mission  opportunities  through  arts  and  crafts. 
^  service  Aug.  12.  Shown  are  Bill  QuNy.  pastor  David  White,  and  special  speakers,  games,  and  spedel  profects.  Women  On  Mission  with 
^  Ht^ir  dkecior.  Bobbie  DunMway.  is  responsiile.  Mike  Bums,  pastor 


I  FUdh  Granger,  who  spoke  to  the  ladies  Oct.  7  dur 
on  trip  to  Romania.  She  travels  with  Gary  Bowlin's 


In  othor  Church 

Nrvvs: 

>  Eissknvpa  Chuash, 


MoaePokiLwiOliolda 
oommuDity-wfide  Cdl 
festWal  Oct.  31, 5:30  - 
7:30  pjn. 

>  Hrat  Church.  Terry, 
wfflholdahOlMvel 
Oct  30, 6  -  8  p  jn.  Door 
prises,  cuidy,  games,  and 
acakewalk. 

>  EphecuaChurah, 
ForeaL  is  aponeorine 
Judgement  House  Oct. 
27*  28,3 -SpA  For 
reaervatkMis  cu  (601) 
507-3«98  or  988-7776. 


